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Mark Your Calendars:  

February 26th - Pre-Festival 
Concert 

 
March 4th - District Band Festival 

at GVSU 
 

March 17th - Band Parent Meeting 
7pm in RPHS Library 

 
March 29th - Band-O-Rama 

 
May 5th - Millage Extension Vote 

 
May 22nd - Jazz Band Steak Fry 

Pre-Festival Concert Info 

Please join the Reeths-Puffer Bands as they perform their Pre-
Festival Concerts!  The High School Concert Band, Symphonic Band, 
and Wind Ensemble will be performing on Thursday, February 26th 

at 7:30pm; near the end of parent/teacher conferences.  On 
Tuesday, March 2, the Middle School Concert and Symphonic Bands 
will present their concert at 7:00pm.  All performances will be held 

in the Rocket Centre for the Fine Arts.  We always enjoy your 
presence and hope to see you there! 

 

BAND- O- RAMA -  March 29, 2009  

Help is still needed with this fundraiser.  We would like to 

have a "set -up" person to work with the school facilities as 

well as a "clean-up" crew on board for this awesome event.  

If you are interested in helping, please contact Melissa 

Pfenning at 855 -3812 or myself at 750 -3451. 

The plan is to meet every Tuesday night right up to the week 

of the event.  The meetings will be held in LMC.  

-Sue Vos, Band-O-Rama Co-Chair 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millage Extension on the ballot May 5th  

Bob Grabinski, President-Elect 

RP Kids: Worth What It Takes!  That is the theme for the upcoming millage extension election.  The Reeths 
Puffer Board of Education voted to place the extension on the May 5 ballot following a nine month evaluation 
process.  A committee of residents, including a few band parents, school administrators, and board members 
evaluated the districts facilities, needs, and desires in an effort to determine what was essential to complete.   

Their efforts identified $65,000,000 in improvements during this process.  This list was prioritized and the top 
identified areas come to $23,000,000.  The proposal is asking the voters of the district to approve a seven year 
extension of the current millage rate of 8.37%.  The improvements include improved building security, 
technology upgrades, roof repairs and replacements, carpet and tile replacement where necessary, furniture 
replacement and some additions, and replacing the natural fields in both the football and soccer stadiums 
with synthetic turf.  

Because we have never asked for an extension before the table at the bottom of this article was developed to 
help explain what is being asked of the voters.  This table shows the current bond structure with the 
percentage beginning to decrease in 2021-2022 and ending 2026-2027.  The extension we are asking for will 
extend the current percentage of 8.37% beginning in 2021-2022 and ending in 2028-2029.   

Sue and I are members of the steering committee organized to get the YES vote out and pass this initiative.  
We believe this is in the best interest of our kids and for the district.  We recognize that financial times are 
difficult, but believe this is the best way to maintain our facilities and keep our district in the position of being 
a place we want to send our children.   

The details of this extension request are being presented at several locations and events between now and 
the election.  Our band parents meeting on March 6 will include a presentation on this very important issue.  
Please make every effort to attend this meeting and hear the facts about the millage and how it will have a 
positive impact on Reeths Puffer Schools, the Reeths Puffer Band Program, and most importantly on your 
children.  Yes, RP Kids are Worth What It Takes! 
 
 
 
 

 

"Music is a higher 
revelation than all 

wisdom and philosophy. 
Music is the electrical 
soil in which the spirit 

lives, thinks and 
invents." 

- Ludwig van Beethoven - 

 



 

Current Bond 

 

 

 

Proposed Bond Extension 

Year Millage Year  Millage 

2008-2009 8.37 2008-2009 8.37 

2009-2010 8.37 2009-2010 8.37 

2010-2011 8.37 2010-2011 8.37 

2011-2012 8.37 2011-2012 8.37 

*  *  *  *  

*  *  *  *  

2019-2020 8.37 2019-2020 8.37 

2020-2021 8.37 2020-2021 8.37 

2021-2022 6.44 2021-2022 8.37 

2022-2023 3.19 2022-2023 8.37 

2023-2024 3.07 2023-2024 8.37 

2024-2025 2.96 2024-2025 8.37 

2025-2026 2.17 2025-2026 8.37 

2026-2027 1.91 2026-2027 8.37 

2027-2028 0 2027-2028 8.37 

    2028-2029 8.21 

    2029-2030 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sub & Cookie Dough Sale 
pick-up times will be March 11, 
2009 from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the  
High School Band Room.   

If you can help with sorting on 
the pick-up day, please contact 
Sue at 750-3451.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President News  

Well, my first term as Band Parent President will soon be 

coming to an end.  I would like to thank all of those parents who 

have helped me make this past year a success.  

A special thank you to a group of our "graduating" parents 

without whose help I would have been lost this year:  Lori & 

Doug Lubbers, Lori Bremer, Brenda Gordon and Maureen Bird.  

We will miss each and every one of you.  

-Sue Vos 
 

2009 - 2010 Band Year 

The 2009 - 2010 Band Year is just around the corner.  If 
you are interested in being considered for a trustee 

spot on the board please contact either Sue Vos 
(President @ 750-3451 or smvos@rhoadesmckee.com) 

or Bob Grabinski (President-Elect @ 206-5267 or 
bobg1121@yahoo.com).  Voting will be held at the 

March 17, 2009 meeting. 

  

GOODSEARCH 

Don't forget to use www.goodsearch.com for all 

your search engine needs.  When you first log 

on, it will ask you "Who Do You Goodsearch 

For?"  Type in Reeths-Puffer Bands (Muskegon, 

MI) and the band receives approximately .01 for 

every search.  Also try Goodshop which is 

located on the same page.  There are tons of 

stores to pick from and we receive a portion 

from each shopping trip.  Go forth and 

goodsearch! 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday March 4 is Reeths-Puffer Day at the District Band Festival! 

All the bands from Reeths-Puffer High School and Middle School will perform at the MSBOA District Band 
Festival on Wednesday, March 4.  This festival will be held in the Louis Armstrong Theater on the campus of 
Grand Valley State University.  The bands will play perform at the following times: 

o MS Concert Band  10:50am 
o MS Symphonic Band  1:05pm 
o HS Concert Band  2:40pm 
o HS Symphonic Band  4:10pm 
o HS Wind Ensemble  6:20pm 
 

These performances are open to the public with no admission charged.  If able, please try to attend these 
performances and see the students from Reeths-Puffer shine at this annual event! 

 

SCRIP NEWS 

Scrip hours are Monday through Friday from 12:15 to 4:00 in 

the band office.  Also, scrip is sold at the fire station across 

from Meijer on Wednesdays from 6 - 8pm and Saturdays from 

9 - 11am.  Any other time, just call Carol at 766 -3730.  Be sure 

to check out the national order periodically for new vendors.  

Please use the most current on -hand forms, since denominations 

may change.  If you need to know your scrip balance, or need a 

check, call Carol.  Keep buying scrip.  March season is just 

around the corner.  

If anyone is interested in buying scrip for Coney Land on 

Whitehall Road, let Carol or scrip sales at the band office know.  

-Thanks so much. 
 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just for Fun - Band Gods 
 

Conductor:   

Leaps tall buildings in a single bound  

Is more powerful than a locomotive  

Is faster than a speeding bullet  

Walks on water  

Gives policy to god  

Trombone player:  

Leaps short buildings in a single bound  

Is more powerful than a switch engine  

Is just as fast as a speeding bullet  

Walks on water if sea is calm  

Talks with god  

Oboist:  

Leaps short buildings with a running start and 

favorable winds  

Is almost as powerful as a switch engine  

Is almost as fast as a speeding bullet  

Walks on water in an indoor swimming pool  

Talks to god if special request is approv ed  

Flautist:  

Rarely clears a Quonset hut  

Loses tug -of -war with locomotive  

Can fire a speeding bullet  

Swims well  

Is occasionally addressed by god  

Bassoonist:  

Makes marks on the wall when trying to clear 

short buildings  

Is run over by a locomotive  

Can sometimes handle a gun without inflicting 

self -injury  

Dog-paddles  

Talks to animals  

Saxophone player:  

Runs into buildings  

Recognizes locomotives 2 times out of 3  

Is not issued any ammunition  

Can stay afloat with a life jacket  

Talks to walls, arg ues with himself  

 

 

Clarinet player:  

Too afraid too jump building because of their reed  

Works in locomotives  

Too busy with reed for gun  

Throws reed into water  

Thinks reed is god  

Trumpet player:  

Argues with building when it won't get out of the 

way  

Sleeps in locomotive  

Claims it's too easy to catch bullets in teeth when 

explaining why he really can't  

Saves water to drink after every triple C  

Thinks he's god.  

Tuba player:  

Don't really exist  

Plays silently  

Are really mimes in disguise  

Believe there is no god  

Percussionist:  

Falls over the doorstep when trying to enter 

buildings  

Says "look at the choo -choo"  

Wets himself with a water pistol  

Plays in mud puddles  

Loses arguments with himsel f  

Horn player:  

Lifts buildings and walks under them  

Kicks locomotives off the tracks  

Catches speeding bullets in teeth and eats them  

Freezes water with a single glance  

Is god  

 

 

 


